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INTRODUCTION

Introduction

Across the country, park systems are increasingly becoming a key component of a city’s livability, identity, 
and economic sustainability.  More and more, community leaders realize the significance of planning and 
developing a park system that balances the athletic and non-athletic pursuits and needs of their community.   
Therefore, the role of parks, recreational facilities, and open spaces are treated as important as other key 
elements of a city such as roads, utilities, and drainage corridors.  Parks not only benefit the physical and 
mental well-being, but they preserve the heritage of Claremore and are an important connection to the 
natural environment.

In recognition of these trends, the City leaders of Claremore have commissioned the creation of a new 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  The planning team, led by Jacobs Carter Burgess, has developed 
a coordinated set of goals and strategies for the City as it seeks to improve and expand its parks and 
recreation program.  Existing facilities and recreation demands were evaluated and alternative strategies 
were put forth.  Key interest groups, including the Sports Associations, were consulted and several public 
meetings were conducted to seek input for all portions of the Claremore citizenry. 

This report represents the culmination of the master planning effort.  First, Background data is provided to 
help frame the key issues; then the overall Goals and Concept Plan for the Parks and Recreation system 
are presented.  Finally, a Capital Improvement Budget is detailed on a year by year basis through 2020.  
This Plan, and its accompanying budget, will serve as the roadmap for the City as it seeks to fund and 
implement the strategies that will continue to enhance the quality of life for Claremore citizens.     

Background

From the outside looking in, many may wonder why the City of Claremore needs a Master Plan for their Parks 
and Recreation programs and facilities.  The City has a long history of great parks and athletic programs that 
have served the citizens of Claremore and the surrounding smaller communities.  Additionally, Claremore has 
one of the finest indoor recreation centers in the Tulsa region, and on any given weekend throughout the 
spring and fall, numerous out-of-state teams travel to Claremore to participate in baseball, softball or soccer 
tournaments at Powers and Pecan parks.  

Looking a little closer, however, reveals numerous park facilities that are stretched to their limits.  Current fields 
and playing surfaces are falling behind other communities’ quality standards, and the overall system needs 
an infusion of new ideas and potential attractions.  This is not to say that the City and the parks staff have 
been negligent in their duty to provide quality service and playing fields.  To the contrary, their hard work 
and diligence in maintaining quality facilities and programs and their partnership with the local youth sports 
associations, who work just as hard, has allowed the City to remain a leader in providing quality park and 
recreation opportunities.  Outlined below are several key issues for the Parks system and the City’s operation 
of it that were identified in the planning process.  

Key Issues

Strong Youth Athletic Leagues:  It appears that all youth leagues are doing well and being supported financially by 
their participants, thus leading to a situation where success is breeding more and more participants.  While the leagues 
believe that their current facilities meet their “regular” needs, all leagues are growing and believe that additional and/or 
improved facilities will be needed and could be used to entice more tournament play.  The Plan should evaluate and 
prioritize these needs.  Powers Park appears to have the greatest need for improvement.

Need for Alternative Athletic Pursuits - Skate Park: The research documented several instances in the past few years where 
the City was presented with evidence that a need and desire for a Skate Park exists within the City.  In general, the Task 
Force accepted that the City should provide a safe and organized outlet for skaters within the City. The youth participants 
on the Task Force provided valuable insight into possible locations, nature and extent and operational characteristics of 
a potential skate park.

Doing More with Less - Benchmarking our System:  A review of comparable communities and their parks system and 
operations indicated that the City has been and continues to be a good steward of their parks (see box below for 
representative communities).  While the City has one of the highest average “acreage per person” to maintain, their 
operating budget falls well below the median “per capita” funding found is many comparable communities.  Additionally, 
the City has instituted new maintenance procedures and practices that are designed to further economize the cost to 
maintain and operate the parks grounds. 

City Population 2007 Staff Full/Part
Number of Acres Total - 

(Per Person)
Operating Budget Total 

- (Per Person) 

Claremore, Oklahoma 17,310 10-5 523.80 acres (30.26) $650,000 ($37.55)

Chickasha, Oklahoma 18,000 7-40 2,300 acres (128) $737,810 ($40.99)

Ardmore, Oklahoma 25,000 24-14 1,328 acres (53) $2,700,353 ($108)

McAlester, Oklahoma 19,000 15-54 102 acres (5.4) $1,108,985 ($58.37)

Nacogdoches, Texas 61,000 11-4 400 acres ((6.6) $1,500,000 ($24.59)

Average 28,062 13-23 931 acres ($44.65) $1,339,429.60 ($5.54)

168,372

Chickasha (405)222-6088

Ardmore (580)223-4844

McAlester (918)423-9300
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Key Issues (continued)

Claremore a “Regional” Parks Provider:  While many cities struggle to keep up with the needs of their own citizens, it 
appears the Claremore has been and will continue to be the parks “provider” for large portions of Rogers County (see 
map this page for park locations). The nature and quality of the City’s programs, leagues and facilities combine to 
attract more and more league teams and participants, and the general opinion among the Task Force members was 
that this trend will continue and may even intensify as smaller communities struggle to provide adequate facilities.

Availability of Quality Practice Areas: Currently, many team coaches are arriving 4-6 hours in advance of their practice 
times to “reserve” a practice field that may or may not be in optimal condition.  Thus far, the lack of quality practice 
areas is not restricting the ability to play competition games, because the Parks department and Sports Associations 
have discouraged practicing on game fields. But, the lack of good, well-drained and adequately maintained practice 
fields is severely restricting the development of important athletic and “life skill” lessons and habits that can only come 
from participating in structured and organized team and individual practices.   

Need for Connectivity - Passive / Active Trails: While a majority of our focus was on active sports and facilities, the 
Task Force indicated a strong desire to upgrade and expand the City’s current trail/bikeway system.  Quality trails that 
link Claremore to the broader region and/or an intra-City trail system that connects to all the current and future park 
sites would be examples of possible additions that could increase the quality of the Parks system and create a new 
“connectivity” within the City and the region.  

Current & Future Facility Needs

This Parks and Recreation Master Plan utilizes 
the guidelines established by the National 
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), as 
amended by the City and the planning team 
to determine appropriate levels and types of 
parks needed in the community.   As indicated 
in the accompanying chart and shown on the 
map, the City has developed an excellent 
park system when viewed in terms of quantity, 
location and type.  Based on current estimates, 
the City meets most of the required park types 
and acreages with their current system and 
these facilities are located in the most populated 
areas of the community.  Furthermore, when 
the broader, “regional” population base is 
examined, the City generally provides the 
basic park facility needs (i.e. playing fields, 
picnic areas, etc.).  While this Plan does not 
recommend or suggest that the City should or 
must meet these standards for the region, it is 
important to note that the standards for other 
key facilities, such as trails (walking and biking) 
and swimming pools are not met.  See current 
and future facility needs.

Activity / Facility

Recommended 
Facilities Per 
Population

Existing 
Facilities in 
Claremore

Recommended 
Facilities for 2006 

Population of 
Claremore City 

(Population 
17,310)

Recommended 
Facilities for 2007 
"Regional Area", 
15 mile Radius 
(Population of 

53,000)

Recommended 
Facilities for 
Projected 

Population of 2012 
"Regional Area", 
15 mile Radius 

(Population 
59,000)

Recommended 
Facilities for 
Projected 

Population of 2020 
"Regional Area", 
15 mile Radius 

(Population 
65,000)

Baseball Fields 1 per 7,000  13 2.5 7.5 8.5 9.5

Basketball 
Courts (outdoor) 1 per 4,000  4 4 13 15 16.5
Football Fields 1 per 20,000 C 1 0.87 2.65 3 3.5

Hard Trail
1 mile per 
4,000 3 miles 4 miles 13 miles 15 miles 16 miles

Pavilion/Picnic 
Shelter 1 per 4,000  11 4 13 15 16.5
Picnic Tables 1 table per 400 106 43 133 148 163

Playgrounds
1 area per 
3,000 11 5.77 18 20 22

Practice/Multi-
Use Soccer 
Fields 1 per 10,000 16 1.7 5 6 6.5

Practice 
Softball/Baseball 1 per 7,000 27 2.5 7.6 8.5 9.5
Recreation/Com
munity Center

1 S.F. per 
person 97,600 S.F 17,310 S.F. 53,000 S.F. 59,000 S.F. 65,000 S.F.

Running Track 1 per 20,000  3 0.86 2.65 3 3.5
Soccer Fields 1 per 10,000  18 1.7 5 6 6.5

Soft Trail
1 mile per 
10,000 0 miles 1.7 miles 5 miles 6 miles 7 miles

Softball Fields 
(adult & girls) 1 per 20,000  8 0.87 2.65 3 3.5
Inline Skating 
Court 1 per 25,000  1 0.7 2 2 3
Skate Park 1 per 100,000 0 0.17 0.53 0.6 0.65
Swimming Pool 
(community) 1 per 25,000  1 0.7 2 2 3

Tennis Courts
1 court per 
10,000  15 1.7 5 6 6.5

Volleyball Areas 1 per 7,000 5 2.5 7.6 8.5 9.5

EXISTING PARK LOCATIONS / SERVICE AREAS
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The Master Plan – Goal Statements 

Goals are an important part of the park planning process.  The goals expressed in this master plan reflect the 
desires of the citizens, task force, City of Claremore staff, and the experience of the Jacobs Carter Burgess 
planning team.  These goals provide the underlying philosophical framework for the decisions the City will 
face when evaluating the need for park or recreation improvements. They will also guide decision makers 
on issues that are not specifically addressed in the master plan.  Accordingly, this Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan includes three primary goals:

The development of these goal statements provided a logical framework for the overall organizing and 
development of the Master Plan.  The themes of Quality First, Connectivity, and Beyond Sports emerged 
again and again as the central ideals for the Plan.  Accordingly, a more detailed examination of these 
themes is provided below:

Quality First!  A key directive in this Plan is to re-establish and maintain first rate, quality parks throughout 
the City and to concentrate the Department’s efforts on the quality of existing and new facilities, not the 
quantity of them.  To this end, the following strategies are recommended:
1. Annual Funding for Practice Field Development:  the establishment of quality practice fields not 
 only provides greater teaching and learning environments for participants, but it also lessens the 
 wear and tear on existing competition fields.
2. Equal Quality at Key Sports Venues:  dedicated funding should be provided to renovate and 
 restore the major youth sports facilities within the City.  These renovations should concentrate first 
 on quality playing fields and then providing inviting common areas that promote and encourage 
 community gathering and interaction.  
3. Playground/Equipment Reserve Funds:  annual funding should be provided to promote the
  replacement of outdated equipment/playground apparatus and maintenance equipment in 
 order that all parks (including neighborhood mini parks) contain quality fixtures and furniture and 
 the grounds are carefully maintained as first rate facilities.

Connectivity!  A system of parks and recreation areas is not complete without linear linkages between 
facilities and connections to neighborhoods, schools, and other public use facilities within the City.  The Plan 
recommends the development of an interconnected system of bicycle and pedestrian facilities that serves 
as a form of recreation and exercise, as well as an alternative mode of transportation. Off-road trails will 
allow for relatively uninterrupted pedestrian movement to and through the park system and protect users 
from busy development areas and vehicular traffic.  This “connectivity” trail system will link key parks and 
facilities throughout the City and then move to link Claremore to the broader network of regional trails.  Highly 
developed trails and trailheads (including signage, maps and destination markers) are recommended to 
promote easy and safe use of the trails. 

Quality First:  The city of Claremore will develop and maintain first rate parks and recreation facilities and 
programs in order to maintain its image as a leader in providing quality parks and recreation services in the 
Tulsa region.   

Connectivity: The city of Claremore will develop a comprehensive trail system that connects their park facilities 
to each other and to the broader region, and the City will promote inclusiveness in all programs and facilities 
to insure that the City “connects” to all of its residents.  

Beyond Sports:  The city of Claremore will provide innovative and diverse facilities and programs for its citizens 
that are not focused solely on athletic endeavors, but also stress overall wellness and outdoor activity.

Beyond Sports!  The final focus area is the development of additional parks and recreation opportunities that 
concentrate on wellness, outdoor activities and programs or uses that do not involve organized sports.  By 
providing new outdoor passive use parks, interpretive trails, skate and spray parks, camping opportunities, 
off-road biking, etc., the City will appeal to the complete and diverse participant base currently residing 
within the community.  Due to its prominence as a desired and needed element in the overall system, a skate 
park is proposed to be constructed immediately at the Super Rec Center site.  Other major components 
of this strategy include outdoor activity areas at Claremore Lake and Will Rogers Recreation site.  These 
facilities will help to create an effective balance for the City’s facilities and programs into the future.  

The Master Plan – Strategies Map   

The location of major components for each strategy identified in the Master Plan is included in the Master 
Plan Strategies Map included on this page.  When used in concert with the detailed Capital Improvements 
Plan (included on the next page), this Map will provide an illustrative reminder of the City’s goal to balance 
key activities in the implementation of the Plan. 
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Capital Improvements Plan - Summary

The Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Summary outlined on this page, and examined in more detail on the 
following pages, identifies the major capital funding projects proposed in the Master Plan. The first five budget 
years are highlighted to indicate their importance in the overall development and “jumpstarting” of the 
Master Plan strategies and implementation.  The projects shown after these first five years represent the long 
term “vision” for improvements at each park site.  These items should be evaluated at the end of the first five 
years to determine their continued importance in the overall Plan.  The amounts shown reflect estimated 
total costs of each major improvement recommended in the existing and proposed projects/parks. The 
recommended CIP includes approximately $3.65 million in park and trail improvements for the first five years, 
and then another $5.9 million for projects extending through 2020.   

While this level of funding may represent a dramatic increase from previous years, the Plan and budgets also 
represent a realistic estimate of the work required to provide quality and diverse opportunities for its citizens.  At 
present, the City provides great athletic opportunities at less than “great” facilities, and if implemented, these 
funded projects would create an exciting “balance” between the level of programs and the quality of the 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN

              

              

       
    
    
   
      
              
 
      
 

              

         
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

              

  
    
  
   
  
  

              

facilities.  Furthermore, this budget provides for the development of new and diverse recreation opportunities 
for the residents of the City.  Skate Parks and trail systems are no longer considered luxury items for communities, 
but instead, they represent the backbone of the non-sports components of progressive parks programs.  

Finally, this budget and Plan attempts to maintain and enhance the City’s ability to generate offsetting 
revenues to these identified costs by creating top notch facilities that can attract tournaments and special 
events.  The influx of visitors to Claremore during a tournament weekend will generate increased sales tax 
revenues for the City that may not otherwise exist without this Plan being implemented.  

Budget Notes
1. The amounts shown budgeted for each project in each year are approximate and are representative 
of the project’s priority in the overall Plan implementation. The City may elect to fund an entire project in one 
fiscal year (through bond proceeds, impact fees, etc.) rather than budget it over two to three fiscal years.
2. All figures are expressed in 2007 dollars. Inflation has not been factored into these budgets.
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Quality First! Improvements

Everyone loves a great park!  From toddlers chasing birds or each other to senior citizens relaxing to exuberant 
youth playing their favorite sport, there is increasing evidence of the links between people’s mental and 
physical health and the quality of the environment in which they live. Just by increasing the quality and 
care for each one of Claremore’s parks can be beneficial to all who reside within the community, and that 
is the primary purpose for the Quality First! projects.  

Annual Funding Projects to Improve and Maintain Quality Parks:  The budget below indicates the annual 
funding levels proposed for the purchase of improved playground and maintenance equipment and the 
development of upgraded practice fields throughout the community.  This annual funding will permit the 
development of quality mini parks and the creation of sports practice areas that enhance teaching and 
alleviate the strain of constant use of competition fields.  Claremore has numerous areas throughout the 
City which could be used as multi-use practice fields (i.e. Walnut Park, Church @ Claremore fields, Dupont 
Avenue area fields, Leaning Elms and South Muskogee fields, etc.), these fields just need more refinement 
and development to enable full time and effective use as practice areas.  

QUALITY FIRST! IMPROVEMENTS


      


      

      

 


      

      

      

 


      

      

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

 


      

      

  

      

      

      

      

  

      

      

      

 

Minimum Standards for Practice Areas
 1. Be evenly graded to drain and provide a smooth even surface for practice
 2. Provide consistent and durable turf and surface
 3. Multi-functional in layout and provide minimum appurtenances (backstops, etc.)
 4. Optional features – “skinned” infields and lights for nighttime use


      


      

      

 


      

      

      

 


      

      

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

 


      

      

  

      

      

      

      

  

      

      

      

 

Powers Park Youth Baseball Complex

To effectively maintain its position as a regional youth baseball provider, the City should address several 
key field, infrastructure and amenity issues at Powers Park.  From the overall layout and quality of the fields 


      


      

      

 


      

      

      

 


      

      

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

  

      

      

      

      

      

      

 


      

      

  

      

      

      

      

  

      

      

      

 

Pecan and Walnut Park Complex – Girls Youth Softball and Adult Softball

The proximity and compatible uses of these two existing parks presents a good opportunity for the City to 
create a comprehensive softball facility for the current user groups.  By combining these parks across _______ 
Creek, the City could create a multi-use facility that accomplishes the weekly and seasonal demands of the 
current leagues, but also can provide needed practice areas 
and additional fields that could entice new tournaments and 
new sales tax revenues to the City.  
Shown herein is a Concept Plan and proposed budget for 
the combined park complex.  This Concept Plan is proposed 
for two phases early in the Plan implementation period.   Girls 
Softball would still be anchored at the upgraded facilities 
and fields at the current Pecan Park.  This park is targeted 
for major renovations and upgrades to the common areas 
(make them more inviting and usuable), as well as a complete 
upgrade of the playing surfaces (i.e. drainage, turf, irrigation, 
lighting, etc.).  Once this facility achieved its desired level of 
“quality,” then additional field improvements, parking areas 
and practice field developments could occur at Walnut Park.  
These practice areas should be developed to the minimum 
standards identified herein in order that they could be 
converted to competition fields if future needs so required.  
Finally, the Park would also serve as a major trailhead and 
anchor for the City-wide “connectivity” trail network, thus 
adding an additional feature/element that expands the 
park’s function and purpose beyond just sports.  

and playing surfaces to the need for more attractive and 
usuable common spaces, this hallmark Park should be 
renovated and re-positioned to maintain its stature in the 
region.  Appendix A of this report provides more detail of 
the multi-phase improvement plan and a summary of the 
budget for these improvements is outlined below.  
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Soccer Complex

An expansion of the current Claremore Soccer Complex is anticipated in the future to meet the growing 
needs and demand for the Association, but the more pressing issues of expansion of the parking lot and 
access in and out of the park will need to occur first.  Due to the probable economies of scale during 
construction, the overall improvements to the Soccer complex are projected to occur in a single phase.  
The parking improvements, development of new fields and an overall upgrade to all existing fields are 
anticipated with the project (see budget below). 
In addition, as the Soccer Complex expansion project occurs, the development of new multi-purpose 
practice areas should provide a practice “home” for Claremore Youth Football.  These fields could be 
developed as practice areas that could be converted to soccer competition fields when the need and 
demand arise.  

Existing Neighborhood Parks 

Finally, the City’s park system has several neighborhood parks scattered throughout the City that add to 
the quality of the overall system, but the lack of available funding for needed improvements has led these 
parks into a state of disrepair.  This Plan recommends that an annual funding amount of $30,000 be set aside 
in the first five years of the Plan implementation to improve the quality of these facilities.  These funds will 
enable the improvement of playground areas, signage, and other sitework and amenity improvements at 
these various locations in order that these parks become viable and effective pieces of the overall parks 
system.  As these parks are improved and become a more integral part of the overall neighborhood fabric, 
the next 5-10 years of the Plan’s implementation period should allow the City to identify if any of these areas 
require adjustment or reuse as the City’s recreation needs and demands change over time.  
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Connectivity! Improvements

A system-wide “connectivity” trail network could provide safe, accessible routes for children and others who 
either cannot, or may choose not, to drive automobiles to each of the park locations.  A diverse trail system 
also provides an opportunity for recreation, exercise and enjoyment of the outdoors for all residents, and 
with careful planning and implementation some of these trail experiences could include scenic outlooks, 
nature observation areas, picnic and rest areas.  Possible links to trails from other cities such as Tiawah, 
Verdigris, and Foyil could also provide interesting and educational destination sites.  

The basic framework for a “connectivity” trail system is depicted below, and although the details of 
this network are beyond the scope of this Plan, the principles and guidelines for the trail’s planning and 
development should be applied consistently throughout the network to ensure balance and quality 
throughout (see box for guidelines). 

Principles and Guidelines for Trail Planning and Development
1. The key to developing a successful trail network is to reserve the corridor connection as soon as feasible,   
 however informal it may be, and then formalize the agreement as public demand warrants a greater need 
 for the trail system. 
2. The recommended trail design should be a minimum of 8 feet wide (10-foot preferred) and set back from 
 the street pavement a minimum of 6 feet per AASHTO Standards (American Association of State Highway 
 and Transportation Officials).  Trails should be all-weather, slip resistant material such as concrete or even 
 pre-cast pavers that provide texture and visual interest.
3. In the early stages of implementation, some pathways may initially be developed as soft trails by using 
 materials such as crushed rock to serve pedestrians and off-road bicycles.  Later, these can be paved to 
 serve skaters and thin-tired bicycles.  To accommodate more types of trail users, some corridors that 
 are established initially with a single soft surface trail can later be complemented with parallel paved trail, 
 while maintaining the adjacent trail for uses such as horseback riding or off-road bicycling.

The budgets for these “connectivity” trail items represent an estimate of the annual “matching” funds 
that would be required of the City to leverage federal and state trail dollars.  Although this Plan identifies 
a proposed sequence and location for the city-wide trail system, the final locations, funding amounts and 
priorities for action should be further evaluated at the time of implementation to ensure the best possible 
chance for receiving additional funding from other governmental entities. 
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Trailhead Development

The development and maintenance of strategically-located trailheads is an important system component 
for the “connectivity” trail (see budget on this page).  These facilities permit users to enter the network 
at critical points armed with information about the trail’s path, difficulty, distance, destination points and 
probable travel times.  These items are critical pieces of information to trail users, and each trailhead identified 
in the budget includes the appropriate amenities and infrastructure to accurately convey the needed 
information.  Prominent trailheads include major facilities at Will Rogers Blvd. (east of town), Claremore Lake 
Park, a downtown trailhead and urban park at the Senior Center facility, Will Rogers Recreation site and 
other parks as noted.  
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Beyond Sports! Improvements

In most communities across the U.S., the quality and effectiveness of their park system is generally measured 
by the breath and depth of its athletic programs and facilities.  Using this standard, it is clear that Claremore 
rises to the top of the list for communities of a similar size and nature.  Increasingly, however, many communities 
are moving “beyond sports” with their parks system, targeting new and diverse user groups that desire more 
non-athletic uses and facilities.  

The desire and need for these “beyond sports” facilities was clearly demonstrated in Claremore during the 
development of this Plan.  Accordingly, the CIP includes several new facility types that concentrate on: 
(1) outdoor activity areas; (2) passive use parks; and (3) skate and spray park facilities (see CIP budgets 
this page).  Some of these new park areas may serve as logical locations for other, non-traditional park 
elements in the future (i.e. dog park, off-road biking and trails, camping, etc.), but the primary intent of the 
passive use and outdoor activity areas is to remain open space and multi-purpose.  All cities need a place 
to fly kites, run dogs and allow for unorganized “play.”  

Proposed Skate Park:  Across the U.S., skate parks are becoming as common as water parks and soccer 
fields. In the past two summers, half-pipes, spines and mini-ramps -- the technical names for ramps -- have 
popped up in all sizes of cities, some as small as Roanoke, Texas (pop. 3,629) and some as large as Huntsville, 
Alabama (pop. 168,132).  The sport is growing, and not just in suburban areas, there are more than 300 
skate parks in the United States, with 300 more on the way, according to the Skate Park Association of the 
United States.  The Plan recommends that the City provide a safe and organized outlet for skaters within 
the City. The youth participants on the Task Force provided valuable insight into possible locations, nature 
and extent and operational characteristics of a potential skate park, and Appendix B provides additional 
details regarding the recommendations.  

Dupont Avenue Subarea Plan:  The location of the “beyond sports” elements proposed in the Plan are 
distributed fairly evenly across the City, but the nature, quality and size of City-owned land in the Dupont 
Avenue and Chambers Street area warrants more detailed examination in the Plan.  The Concept Plan for 
this area indicates a ribbon of parkland and facilities along and near Dupont, stretching from the existing 
Expo/Super Rec Center to the proposed Will Rogers Recreation site.  While the details of this Concept Plan are 
far from complete, the quantity and proximity of these features provides the City with a unique opportunity 
for recreation uses.  It is acknowledged that some of this land may be targeted for more intensive uses, but 
the nature of the recreation uses proposed in the Concept Plan are such that they still provide an effective 
and cost efficient recreation “value” even if they use is short term and temporary.  
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12APPENDIX A - POWERS PARK

Powers Park Baseball Complex 

Claremore’s position as a leader in the development and operation of youth baseball activities and leagues 
warrants the reinvigoration and renovation of their hallmark facility, Powers Park.  The conceptual master 
plan, phasing plan and detailed budgets for this multi-phased project are included on this page. In general, 
phase I improvements to Powers Park includes the comprehensive renovation and upgrade of the existing 
4 field, youth baseball (ages 11-18) complex.  These improvements would then set the standard for quality 
for the remainder of the renovation and development efforts throughout the park, as well as creating a 
very competitive and enticing facility for future youth baseball tournaments.  Phase I improvements would 
fully develop a older youth baseball complex, and then Phase II would be instituted to fully develop the 
remainder of the Park into separate baseball complexes for the varying age groups.  In this way, the age 
groups are separated, but yet still retain enough proximity to facilitate major multi-age group tournament 
play at one location. 

Phase I total costs approximate $1.0 million, and Phase II costs total almost $1.5 million(2007 dollars).  The 
particular items and scope of renovation efforts for each field complex is included in the detailed budget 
below.   
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13APPENDIX B - SKATE PARK

City City Population Constructed User Fee Location

Oklahoma Skate Parks: 
Owasso                        
Norman                       

Chickasha                         
Broken Arrow               

Mustang                       
Okmulgee

Varies from 5,000- 
50,000

All within the last 5 
years

None at this 
time

Varies but all stand alone and have 
limited supervision

Mathis Skate Park 
Edmond, Oklahoma

75,000 2002 No
Located adjacent to the community 
park (separate parling, and entrance). 
Lighted, 17500 s.f., open till 10 p.m.

GPX                            
Grand Prairie, Texas

156,000 2002 Yes
Adjacent to a City Facitlity, but is
suppervised by a private company
(Alliance Skate Park) offer programs

Roanoke, Texas 3,629 2007 No
Near Library and Community Center, 
open from 8 a.m. till dark, no lights

The Edge @ Allen 
Station Park                  
Allen, Texas

73,298 2005 No
Adjacent to the Youth Center, open to 
the public from 8 a.m. til 11 p.m., 
lighted

Sk8-Cary                    
Cary, North Carolina

112,414 2002 Yes

Bulit in an existing Park, near tennis 
facilitiy, has a pro-shop, managed by 
the Town of Cary, have programs, 
open from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. on 
weekdays, and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on 
weekends, lighted have to wear pads 

Prairie Village Skate 
Park                          

Prairie Village, Kansas
21,511 2005 No

Adjacent to City Hall, Police Station 
and the City pool, open from 8 a.m. to 
11 p.m., lighted

Huntsville Sk8park 
Huntsville, Alabama

168,132 2002 No

Located in downtown Huntsville, must 
wear helments, gated park, parks 
department open gates every moring 
at 8 a.m. park closes at 5 p.m., stand 
alone park

Florence Skatepark 
Florence, Kentucky

26,900 2003 No

Stand alone park, Open from Dawn to 
dusk, no lights, 20,000 sq ft, has 
emergency telephone, shelter, and 
parking

Conway Skate Park 
Conway, Arkansas

43,167 2003 No

Located near  City's Recreation 
Center, open Sundays from 10:30 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m(bikes only), Monday - 
Saturday 7:30 a.m. till Dark

Proposed Skate Park  

In the development of the Parks and 
Recreation Plan, no single element or 
issue engendered more discussion and 
passion than that of the need for a skate 
park in Claremore.  Based on the results 
of the public meetings and Task Force 
deliberations, the need and desire for a 
Skate Park within the City limits is clear.  
Additional research (see box) indicated 
that several communities across Oklahoma 
and the United States now view skate 
parks as a commonly-accepted element 
of an overall, comprehensive park system.  
Indeed, as reported by the Skate Park 
Association of the United States, the sport 
of skateboarding is growing and there 
are more than 300 skate parks in the 
United States, with 300 more on the way.  
Understanding that this “fad” has now 
become a “trend” and is now on its way 
to becoming a “foundation” element for 
parks programs, this Plan should determine 
the most appropriate location, type and nature 
of this proposed use for the City of Claremore.  

Where Should it be Located?  

Table 1 details a location analysis completed for the proposed skate park.  While there were many possible 
locations within the City, our research indicated that the choices evolved to a review of a stand-alone 
site (i.e. Will Rogers Recreation site) versus a site that is adjacent to or in combination with an existing park 
facility or building.  The Super Rec Center facility was viewed as the best possible alternative for this type of 
location choice, and 2 alternative locations were identified at this site (see illustration 1).  Table 1 details each 
site’s rating according to each of the ranking factors, with the higher rating being more advantageous to 

What Type of Facility?   

The images and budgets on this page indicate that the 
proposed skate park is planned to be approximately 10-12,000 
square feet in size with a variety of skate features and elements.  
These elements are proposed to be non-stationery in order 
that any future additions to the park can be accommodated 
with minimum disturbance or re-working of the overall pad 
configuration.   The facility is planned to be fenced and lighted 
so that it can operate during the same hours as the existing 
Super Recreation Center, but at the same time, be secured 
during off hours.    






































































































 


     

     

  

     

     

     

     

 

the City.  For a number of reasons, the 
Super Recreation Center site “A” was 
determined to be the highest ranked 
site, primarily due to its proximity to the 
Recreation Center, yet it still offered a 
“stand alone” component that would 
permit the City to post a “Skate at 
your Own Risk” policy at the facility.  
Site “B” offered the greatest potential 
for the effective collection of user 
fees, but the research indicated that 
most communities did not charge 
admission to these types of facilities.   




